Maine Statewide Independent Living Council
Minutes
October 29, 2025, 10:00am – 12:00pm
Location: Zoom

	COUNCIL ATTENDANCE

	Member Name
	Attendance
	Voting Member?
	Member Name
	Attendance
	Voting Member?

	Samantha Fenderson
	P
	No
	Jessica Cyr
	P
	Yes

	Diane Frigon
	P
	No
	John Shattuck
	P
	Yes

	Tom Newman
	P
	Yes
	Molly Thompson
	P
	Yes

	Andrew Smith
	E
	Yes
	Danielle Malcolm
	E
	Yes

	Brendan Williams
	P
	Yes
	Rebeca Ball-Curry
	P
	Yes

	Mary LeBlanc
	P
	Yes
	Joshua Weideman
	P
	Yes

	Mel Clarrage
	P
	Yes
	Lynn Feely
	P
	Yes

	
	
	
	
	
	


Attendance Key: P = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent without excuse.

Public Attendees: Julie Hovey, Crystal Burke, Karen Mason

 Minutes Recorder: Jessica Cyr   						
Welcome & Introductions
Discussion: Meeting was called to order at 10:02

Acceptance of Minutes- August 2025 minutes were accepted by majority, Sept 2025 minutes approved by majority vote, Mary abstained from voting on both.
	
Financial Expenditure Report
Discussion: Jessica explained the budget proposed for 10/1/2025-9/30/2026 which is still pending due to the current situation with the US Government being unfunded, “shutdown” as of 10/1/2025. Samantha shared that the contract has not been signed for this year, it is drafted and ready for when government funds are available. SILC received a donation in the past which is how we are currently paying for meeting costs like Zoom and the captioner, otherwise we have no funding. Tom shared that Alpha One has received their Part C funds so services under that contract are able to be continued due to Sept 30 contract date, but Part B funds are not available, so those services are shut down. Alpha One can continue offering IL services. Diane added that DBVI is able to fund IL services during the shutdown. Long discussion about food resources for people during the shutdown and how SILC can listen to stories of disabled Mainers and use that to help direct a future SPIL. 

Alpha One (CIL) Update-
Tom shared a brief overview of IL philosophy and Alpha One’s role.

Committee Updates
Standing Committees:
· Membership Committee (Jessica and Diane): Jess and Diane have been in touch via email with a membership chart. The Wabanaki VR rep Brian Galipeau has resigned so we will be looking for a replacement. Brendan will email Darcy Gentle. SILC is looking to fill 4 seats, minimum, with individuals with a disability who also do not work for CIL or the state. We have a few prospective members we have been in touch with, looking to attend a future meeting which is the next step. Sam asked for any applications we have ready, especially Crystal and it can be hand delivered to expedite. Mary suggested we contact Rehab Without Walls.

· Executive Committee No meetings to report, Reviewed the process for voting on positions at the Annual meeting or if there is an unexpected vacancy at other times. No vacancy now.

· MORE Committee- Maine Outdoor Recreation for Everyone (Diane, Mary, Jill Johanning, Jason Angel): Diane will connect with Brendan to send the final letter which is ready to go. Brendan and Mary attended the Adaptive Outdoor Recreational group put on by Queerly Maine, shared copies of the MORE letter and SILC handouts there. 

Collaboration Updates
· Acquired Brain Injury Advisory Council: Jim from ABIAC has been in touch with the Membership Committee and is interested in attending a SILC meeting. Danielle and Mary are both attending. Mary is working on a Facebook page, not live yet.
· Moving Maine Network (Jessica): See email for recent updates.
· State Rehab Councils: Andrew is absent so Sam reports that work is being done on updating the consumer handbook. Brandon Densmore has left, and they are currently working to fill that position.
· Empowerment Forum- Brendan states that he would like to bring back this forum which ended just before Covid and was organized by the councils. Sam reminded us to include the other original councils for planning and that the other councils will help share costs to run the event. Brendan, Mary, Crystal, and Rebecca are interested in helping. Possibly to include others like ABIAC, Maine Parent Federation and Queerly Maine. Mary wants to create a coloring book or workbook for different organizations like Alzheimer’s, Parkinsons, diabetes, etc. to contribute pages as an advertisement.
· Disability Rights Maine-Molly states services as usual during the shutdown since they get a variety of funding. Maine Continuum of Care operation is expecting 75% cut through HUD funding, unhoused people and disabled will be affected. Need to watch that. Election day is coming up. Hotline available to assist with voting access. 
· Karen Mason-DHHS The area agencies on aging are getting prepared for changes in SNAP benefits. Call 211 for resources.

State Plan (SPIL) Review-Diane Frigon
Due to time constraints Diane will email the document and people can add any work that has happened.

Announcements
John reminded about the annual SILC report to the legislature. Summary of work from PPR and SPIL to the Labor Committee.

Public Comment & Other Topics
Crystal is meeting with state representatives about the lack of implementation for the family caregiver program that was signed into law.

Upcoming Meetings: Dec 3

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 12:04
