Maine Statewide Independent Living Council
Minutes
August 27, 2025, 10:00am – 12:00pm
Location: Zoom

	COUNCIL ATTENDANCE

	Member Name
	Attendance
	Voting Member?
	Member Name
	Attendance
	Voting Member?

	Karen Mason
	A
	No
	Jessica Cyr
	P
	Yes

	Samantha Fenderson
	P
	No
	Andrew Smith
	P
	Yes

	Diane Frigon
	P
	No
	Molly Thompson
	P
	Yes

	Tom Newman
	P
	Yes
	Danielle Malcolm
	P
	Yes

	Brian Gallipeau
	P
	Yes
	Rebeca Ball-Curry
	P
	Yes

	Brendan Williams
	P
	Yes
	Joshua Weideman
	E
	Yes

	Mary LeBlanc
	P
	Yes
	Lynn Feely
	P
	Yes

	Mel Clarrage
	E
	Yes
	John Shattuck
	P
	Yes


Attendance Key: P = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent without excuse.

Public Attendees: Julie Hovey, Crystal Burke

 Minutes Recorder: Jessica Cyr   						Approved 

Welcome & Introductions
Discussion: Meeting was called to order at 10:03

Acceptance of Minutes- May, June 2025	
Discussion: We will wait to accept in September when we have a better turnout. Eligible voters are to be clarified based on attendance and eligibility date.

Financial Expenditure Report
Discussion: Reviewed the process with Sam, Tom, Jess explaining budget from current fiscal year 10/1/2024-9/30/2025 and showed the budget estimate for the next fiscal year. We explained how the budget unused funds can either go unused, which means they go back to the federal government, or we can change our contracts so the unused funds can be used for Title 7-part B grant program client’s needs. Some examples of the wait list items are medical equipment not otherwise covered, home modifications and personal care services. This contract change between the DSE-VR and SILC is something that doesn’t require a vote. There is $20,000 unused that SILC notified Samantha and Tom about. Shared the current and the proposed budget on screen.

Presentation from Molly Thompson about Ballot question #1
Molly from Disability Rights Maine shared a presentation about question #1 on the upcoming referendum election 11/4/2025, “Save Maine’s Absentee Voting”. 

Review of National Counsel on Independent Living Conference NCIL
Maine SILC sent 2 members and Alpha One sent 4 staff to Washington, D.C. 7/21-25, 2025.
Presentation by Mary and Brendan on workshops they attended and experiences they had highlighted by Senator Bernie Sanders.

State Plan (SPIL) Review-Diane Frigon
No review this month due to time constraints.

Alpha One (CIL) Update- No info to share this month.

Committee Updates
Standing Committees:
· Membership Committee (Jessica and Diane): no meetings, 8 new SILC members appointed on 8/21/2025, phone calls to the state house seemed to speed up the process
· Executive Committee no mtgs to report
· MORE Committee- Maine Outdoor Recreation for Everyone (Diane, Mary, Jill Johanning, Jason Angel): Letter to legislators being tweaked to make the logo header screen reader accessible.

Collaboration Updates
· Acquired Brain Injury Advisory Council: September there is a brain injury seminar, Mary is hoping to attend as SILC rep
· Moving Maine Network (Jessica): Email with info coming. Motivcare is Maine’s non-emergency transportation broker for some Maine Medicaid users. Motivcare recently filed bankruptcy, impacts tbd.
· State Rehab Councils: none Andrew states no meeting recently

Announcements
Upcoming Meetings: September 24, 9:00-3:00 Annual Meeting and Training in Augusta

Public Comment & Other Topics 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 12:15 pm
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